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Bbcllies to thonsands of little children, which I suffered

When very young, and would have been the same oW

Inly my fathor i:l-;':ln-mm] his position and was enabled to

nt me to a trade. 1 said I would like to be carpenter ;

B got me a place at Sidimouth, six miles from DBrans-

mbe, with Richard Tucker, builder, with whom I was

pund apprentice for five years, from 1867 1.111.{:! 1872,

i fully and honourably. When my

I was borm m the Mmiv ; ’
Branseombe, jy the I:G::)I}I:Ipo b oast, 1)511-14_1 of }
1t lieg between Sidmont} and ‘-;'{ BT e about 1,000,

I was born of poor, hut respectablo,

.I_fr.*{l‘ time being a fourmn lubonpey wit
d-“'-llil o5, per weel:, I was his eld est
:’Il_]'ll SeVen more {'h”fh'el] Were IJU]'“ afte
e years of gog I had byt very littiai. - ¢ B Bving my time faith

nine I went oyt te work diivine the pDESSEEEEEE. ©° ' Re was ouf my master gave me 10s, and my mistress g
B 1 - bible, which I have now, I'worked on for my master

little while, then left, as T wasg offered mare money, |
Ieft Sidmouth altogether in 1873, without a stain upon my
eharacter in any shape or form.  From Sidmouth I weni
to Iixeter, and worked for My, Wihite, builder; from
Exeter I went to Cardiff, and got work witl Mr. Thomas
Williams, builder, Canton, Cardiff, and was sent by him
F-to work on Llanfrachva Chureli, a village back in Men.
pouthshire, and when that was nearly completed was seng
the same master to worlk for him on anothey new
harch in a large town eallod Llanelly, in Carmarthen-
ire, 60 or 70 miles below Cardiff. I worked in that
Py several years for difforent masters after the ehurely
as finished, attending the chnyeh Sunday School while
fiere, receiving rewnrds forr regular attendance and ood
mdnet from the vicar, the Rov, David “'i”frum:. and it
as there T opened my account with the Post Offico Savings'
pavk in 1871, T state this beeause a big bug in Drans-
@ormbe dared to ask g companion of mine where I got my
ouey from. I will tell him to lis face one day—by the
pveat of my brow, 57 hours per week. Not the samo way
Bhat he got his : by telling a cock-and-bull story two honrs
pcr week,  From Llanelly T went thron gh South Wales to

’ he cas const, §
&y fatlior af
s were from

In:"-c] I 1u'nr[_.-n'm l||{EI,%OS; Y wages were
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[!:‘u great Libepg] Governmen Ju:l‘.'.:u'.;p.-L«.ml the }"ll"‘rH’:]

Bl so that (0 lnbourers cay votoe !'.'{Jl'lut-':_'uhl-;'-i ul"l’-;

ent the same ng the landlords or [armners, lqu- be rt i

YOU lise your yoie fop SOUL 0w good, 5101 indivi I.’"J“;‘l

lor the good of Yeur comumnon Gitlise, as vog J::rv;!‘ ‘.“Iﬂ;

tor othep People Jong cuough, It () o0 a2 iu:-r.i sci

who has to suffer through it » abourers, m the rith _g

i;uu]]or[l.f 2 Why they drop lower the labourers wages a gl

take theiy drop “of cidey away. It also means hm!;# j
[

¥
]
4
N




Pembroke Dock, and then I started for the Midlas
counties (not & gtain on my character up to that timé
and gob work in Birmingham. I went to Manchester,

a great strike broke out there amongst the carpenters
joiners, and a8 I belonged to the Teade Society 1 did
dare to work there. 1 still belong to its thongh it was
wigh to resign when that erucl erime was pubt on e,

the heads of Wy PBranch would not near of it after T hi#
stated the ease to them. During my stay in Birminghad
in which town I worked several years, lodwing at g, Asto
Road, 1 had the honouy of listening to three o '
grventost and best men. My views up to that time h

boen Conservative, but after listening to Gladstone, Dridies
and Chamberlain on the oppression of the poor L Lkn @S
whut they said was tyue, for 1 had witnessed it inmy o
I Their's is the Paxty thab will do go
ad lnbourers, and 1 daved to saya fow WOLNES

to that cffect in MY pative village, where they are

native village.
for the oppresse

Mories, so 1 was rother looked down o1, but that 18
yeason why they should try to hang me for it. About
yenr 1878, in the winter, I yeeeived a letter from T8
mother telling me of the poverty that wis in Branscom
T had about £40 at thab time. [ wrote back to my motl
telling her to send to me tho names of any family &
was in wanb, and 1 would send 10s. Or & ¢1 to the
MThat's the man they tried to hang. I have 10 donbt
mother has the leltor NOW, Lut I have never gpoken to "
about it since. I don't blame the poor of Branscombe
what T suffered. From Birmingham I went to Londd
working in various paris. This brings p to Chni§
mas, 1881, ab which time 1 loft London %0 £° hon
1 weunt home to enjoy myself, trade bemng yather &

f
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, thought [ would stop at home for two or three

pnths as I had plenty of moncy ab that time. 1 had

4 to my eredit in the Post Office Savings' Bank :1;;:1

5 in my pu::k(-t.‘ and every farthing of it .Iﬁimd ;:E\'(-‘ﬂ by

king as a journeyman carpenter.  Lopened 111‘:' account
th ihe Bank in 1874, and the last deposit I made was i

ober, 1881. I state this becanse a ccrtniﬁl ors :Ilh in

s village ('.im'(}(l to ask my companion where 1l h;l‘dlrrlc:;
'3 0 | . \d : 1 ¥, '+ b

. 11;11?;3.\'1‘10131 . 1 wish he could say, that Le had got his

11(} first acconnt I read in the papers was three lies for
art. 1 said 1 left London beeause I WA il‘l-. ill‘l. Lni

b hot live with my parents on account of a dis yute . d
1}-]1. who was charged as an accessory, was r& reLl: fjn{
iine.  The reagon 1 lived with my sister was tl‘t‘ ;mi

at home when her husband was taken to the \ﬂ\}il

came to my father's house, and asked me to i iy
Band stop, nsshe was timid. I did s0, and ;\'lw:'oinlc- r‘?
,‘tlsgw..e lsnwu, I have always m:ﬁh; that ni\} ]ltl]{.ll]\t.:l
b B e o e T
b g to London again, when I w

y very ill, and was ill for six mc ths, iy
of the time, during which I el S neranay

’ | : e 't 15_;_1 + wonle

b my club at Forest Hill. I th(cglrfl:{:c{u! e
e et il slared off ; but
irl‘: IfLﬂniRl ::::Hl :ilif:lll?LlILIHll‘g m}t- mli:]dl to stop ab h,cunc,
lo I was going ﬁnci\" to L W el
e € g 1 ondon, bi.lt stopped on @
e T il e i s o
When 1 gob home she x;ailfil}tmbtm a”lml_lsc s
-, David Pyle, has been mliis?r !110: e (e
i e  calling me dreadinl names ;
g n on Saturday to see if I cannot
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make him prove his words or withdraw them, and will you
zo with me.” I said, “no,"” as I had not heard a word
of it, but after a little pressing I said I wounld go with her,
F being her brother, and her husband being in  the
asylum : but 1 was very sorry for Pyle, as he and I wera
the best of friends up to September Sth, the day I was
chareed with attempting to way-lay him. 1 never had
angry word with him in my life, or ever heard him and
my sister having an angry word together, although the
proseention, during the heaving of the case, kept o
alluding to the row between Pyle and me.  On the Sunda
T was in the cells, I was told there was a defective in his
house, almost trying to make him swear that there ha
been a quarrel between him and me, but he told then
he was sure that there never had; and about a wee
before that he gave me some cabbage out of his garden
and T gave him 4d. for it. On Saturday, September ath
I went with my sister to Honiton, and she stated her casg
to the magistrates' elerk, and he gave her his adviee
which she thanked him for, as she thought it would
answer her purpose very well, and that was to go to }lt
police station at Honiton, and tell the sergeant from Lin
to communicate with the constable at Branscombe, an
tell him to go and sce Pyle, which was done. We le
Honiton highly plensed with our mission, as she cox
sidered it the bost and eheapest way., We got back to ot
home about T or 7.80 in the cvening, in the best

tempers. I went in fwo neighbours’ houses langhing a1
joking, as T gencrally did, and reading, and then 1 we
into my sister's honse. She wag busy about her childre
and our fire was not lighted, so I lit the five myself : mad
some tea and fried a piece of meat, and just as I was te

ing my meat from the pan on to my plate, I heard D.a\-id
Pyle, (who T was 5“1;}105011 to have been lying in wait to

hoot,) say outside of my window, to a neighbour further up,
What some one had shot poor old John Yerriman. 1 said,
Good God, it's never true!” I ate a small portion of
v meat, and went up to deceased’s house at once, although
‘e prosecution saw fit to say, in his opening statement to
he magistrates, that when the deceased was brought
Lome dead, although he was taken close to the defendant's
Lonsc, vet they showed no surprise at the circumstances,
# notice of the facts. 1 don't blame Mr. Tovey, the
rosceuting counsel, for these baveface lies; but D.-c.
fartin, of Dranscombe, I do, for Mr. Tovey, of
Jcoter, must have got the fale directly .from him.
F Ir. Tovey also said at the same time, near the place
e deceased was shot, a gun was found under the
sateh of a cottage (another baveface tale of Martin's), for
he gun was Mr. Parret's, kopt where he stored his
tatoes in the side of the cliff, and My. Parret said he
ad kept it there for years until Pi-¢. Martin broke in and
ok it out ; quite a different pavt of the parish altogether
rom where the deceasod was shot. The prosecution
| through was one tissne of lies, which I will prove as I
go on ; and then they failed to eommit us.  What their
ason was for frying to get me hung God alone knows,
put God was more powertul than the devil or his servant
Martin. I cannot say that he was offered money to do it
but it looked to me very much like it. I know that I had
hree or four powerful enemies in the village, and I will
ame them if ever this case is found out, and why they
ent against me.  From the time I heard of the shooting
E®f the deceased until the time I was in his house, was not
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5o Martin turned on his bullseye, and then we had a fine
bother as it was a dreadful rongh path and ﬂnn.gormls
And here I charge Martin with several deliberate
. He says in his cvidence against me that while we
hore walking over the hill I said to him * 1t must be
brcbody that has done it thab keeps guns, I don’t
ow anvbody excepting myself, My, Gill, and the young
bwers that do.” A cursed linr ! when my name was on
b ahurch door at the same timeas the holder of a gun
nse for 1882 m the midst of 20 or 30 more. He said
ain in another place the last time he saw me with a gun
s in April, when I was wili_l Mg, Richards, an .:ul_lnmm;,;
ner, and his niephew from London was there six months
holder of a zun license, and about almost every day
 it, and I very often with them, but still I did not
bw them. If what Martin said was true, how was it
ible for me to say what he said after that abont myself
| the other two 2 As regards myself, I never had agon
hy life of my own. The old ene I used to fire with
ctimes, belonged to my brother-in-law, as did the
pder flask and shot belt they talked so muvch about
iing the trial.  When my sister gave the shot belt and
der flask to Martin without being asked for them they

an eighth of an inch thick in dust, as they had been
the top ‘of the shelves several months without having
touched. The last time I fired a gan was i May,
8, and I have never fived a gun from then up to now
I8:5). The prosecution knew I had no gun, because a
.;" in the village whom 1 told them of, had asked me
fWice for the loan of the old gun that I nsed to carry,

more than gix minutes. When I got to the hounse there
was a crowd outside and in. I spoke to James Mini
just inside of the door, and there were a great many
dears, and feeling mine coming I stepped cutside for
minute or two until I regained my composure. Min
was called agninst me and he snid I went outside becan
I was the guilty party. Then I went in again and intot
room where the deceased lay. I stayed there ten minu
and then went outside and said to the crowd, “ Has
one gone for the doetor ?” they said, * Yes.,” 1 sn
‘* Has any one gone for the policeman ?” they said, “Y
but we cannot find him,” I said, ¢ Which way have yd
been to look for him 2" they said, ** Down to his housg
I said, “ I will go up to the public house and look f
him,"” as I knew he was very often there, but he was n
there then. I said to a companion of mine, Willi
Parrett, ¢ It 15 a deeadful thing for poor old John to
shot dead i our midst and no one to see to it ;" he sai
“Where is Martin 2 Isaid, “I am come up to look
him but can’t find him.  As we can't find Martin, wili yd
go with me over to the farmer that vents the fam ¢
which deceased was shot and ask him if he has given ay
one permission to shoot over Culverwell Hill, or kuew
any one that had been shooting there that night ?”
satd, * he did not care much about it, as it was a long w
to go and an awkward place to find.” DBut we started
the road together; we had not gone far before we n
P.-c. Martin. We went with him and « lot more, up to t
place where the old man was shot. All the others wel
baclk oxcepting Martin and 1. We consulted togeth fhen 1 told him my brother-in-law had left the parish

there and agreed to go over to the farmer that rented ti 4 = gl R4
farm, It was very dark, and neither of us knew the wayy S0 nd taken the old gun with him in June before the
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cld man was shot i
in - {
September, and they went o thigl e 0 gtk :
oo after leaving Sldinner's, getting back to the house of

man and fo _ :
T bad h;:::l ‘;tll'li.l.t- what I said was quite right; an
license the Hﬂmﬂlu:m“g i gon, I. shonld ]11::-9 .imrll: 4
Martin's, azain he s H_ .“1(‘- year |‘.'l:"1FI!I'EL Another lit..
B ayss 1 asked him if he (the prisone
yes, 1 had bzen at }Immif during the night; that I *;r;
lt]luuihm, R Ll. ];:;:Eﬂi.gl]n{jlrm night since I eame j-l':lul
about the yow we or o summons against Py
I\T.mului-'i.i'-'“"{?:;:1:- 31.]-“&'- and you will get 2 11-11m~;i;41:1::§ ii 4
when 1 had never ;IS lt'[PDE“th for me to say sucl a thirg
o uimﬁlt_ atn angry word between my sisté
Cfaeind llﬂ-P ife, nor hiad one myself. We calld
i S . Skinner, the keeper, wi .
if-!ll‘[‘.ti]‘.l?ll:n:';;:] s;nn we made for his house. 'f_l'i:l,t}‘r::wl.]lui-'
drop of eifier.l" 11% a'ni:':l f?:j :-.::L::-];T;ll luJ]'imtri lI could drinly
to Ski iy fr I o5, fI1 swie oo .
4 :;‘iz:."l-lllfilnnh]jq\‘rlilj.l agl liim if he has any in ]tlhg T:]::Lnt;;
i e ]m,d 1;111 !{u]u' drinking together at diffcrent timg '
lind been up n ’ H-HI im various questions, we found out X
A “'31-:1-143 f ear the place where deceased was shot; e«
of cider in t.ligulT;tl;llEDI}::::de?WLIﬁkilnmr' ‘; e you " g
T wisl R d giveus?” He said, Ny
i I'Enxfe]:ﬂ;]{]:?ldh]il}“ and then I said, in a jocular nla‘-:m::"
then that fnlllt l'”":-p of brandy,” and he said, ** No T
sald ﬂulti. EX ns::”{. ‘I.:.'lll.:':rfili.:‘;;]mru%]t}.iuL b tbf“til:hil ItﬁL‘L'ﬁ'nn I-.

D ; s leaving Skinner's, I asked hi L T
llxlﬁc;u::ﬂul}nllﬂli :'fwlllﬁull::}tfit 11: : if“llt awfully *1ﬁr_]|]31"”u EIVRCCNE
Kaon for 1 : ave asked for anything had if _
Bist]ﬁ,.lf']ﬂ_ﬂ?:{ ~EtLP1Ltt.1a did I think then, that i' ]i.: ]ﬂ:'
that ‘F‘ : ieltering, a4 venemous serpent 1n my breast, I

as soon going to bite me. We called at a .l}l-u:;“aﬂl:
; :

. eased, how 1t was indented by the ghots ;

| covernl more chaps,
! ing wo might find the gun hidden away, but did not. I

]
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1a deccased about three o'clock on Sunday morning very
vedl, both of us. They ghowed us the wateh of the de-
also o ruff bag
ghonlder. At my sugzestion
any stray shot that might be
They were brought against me
alto,—]1 must here eay, thid neither :51111{.-1:1:11,&11&1-:111.-
A6 Sehinid, or P.-c. AMartin, of the Devon Constabulary,
had any more -doa how to work the case than two pigs.—
1 loft Martin at my Qoor, afterve left the house of the
deceased. 1 aaid to him, * Ifyon will give me & call n
ilie MONIng, [ will go with you again.” He said he
would if he came that way. He did not come that way,
anp 1 ot up in the morning, and went up aerain with
and lunted the eopse all over, think-

whieh he earried over his
they searehed the bag for
theve, and found several.

{hen went home t0 Jinner, and after dinner I wrote a re-
port of the case, as far ns I knew, and sent it to the editor
of Pulmon's Weekly Nowspaper. ‘at Yeovil, praised the
deceased in the highest terms that L was able, s I knew
he liad done moreé good in thab yillage than any other

man, for there are & areal MATY young men there now

f that wonld never have been able 0 vead, had 1t not been

for the Sunday <chool, of which the doceased was superi-
tendent for many years. e was also the first man that
taneht me to read. After T had written {he veport, I took
it down to I'.-c. Martin, for him o ook at before I sent 1t
away. e aaid it was very good, and it np:gi-um;l in the
loeal papers, Lsc. Martin and I then went down to the
bottom of the yillage, and had several alasses of ale Lo-
gether 1 then left, as 1 had to g0 and see my gl and I
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had very little to do with him after that unless wh

was compelled to go with him, In the éourse of ae?c\i
days, after what I have spoken off, the rumour got about
the nllngc; that it was I that shot the deceased : but who
started 1t God only knows, and those that did it. Bug I
took no notice of 1t, as there was nearly always some old
tale about in the village with not a bit of truth in it, At
the first mquest, at which I was a spectator, the Coronoy
sald it was n disgraceful thing to think that this old man
should be shot in the village, and not to know who it was
that caused Lis death. The inquest was adjourned. The old
man was shot on September 8th, and on September 20th I
was iaken into eustody charged with murder. I was very

much surprised when they took me, because I considered |

tliey were bound to have some evidence Ins

thes ) agammst any one
before they dared to take them into custody. I knew I
was as mnocent of the cyime as the Queen of England, as

was proved by the eviience, and although the prosecution )

brought lies to bear on the case, yet Lord Sidmouth o
the beuch said that 1t never ought to have been brousht
before them. On the Thursday that I was taken into
custody, my sister, her children, and myself, had just sat

down to dinner, when into her house came the Superin- §

tendent of police. He said to my sister, “ Do youknow me ?”
She suid, ¢ I have seen you before.” Hao said, “I charge

you with being an accessory before and after the murder of

John Perriman.” Shesaid to him, “What do vou mean? "
I'snid to her, ** Eliza, Tknow what they mean, you will
haveto go with them.” Being a poor ignorant country
woman, my sister did not know what he meant, and was
as innocent of the charge as a new-born bave. She was
than driven ten miles in & trap to Honiton police station ;

i L1 5
= P
y B .
3 L

B et~

she was in tears, you may tlepeud, and her t_hme c!tildreu
were crying around me ; their ages were eight, six, and
four years. I remember my '\1‘?1'[‘5 to them, and cver
shall, “ My God! your father in the asylum and your
mother taken into custody on a charge she knows nothing
about.” I lad no iden up to that time that they were
going to charge me as well.  The Superintendent ﬂlDI'I
eame into the house again ; hie said ** Do yon know me?"

" T said * Yes,” he then said to me I charge you with

‘causing the death of John Perriman.” He sud at my

| trial that I made no reply ; God only knows, I could not
! yemember; all I was thinking about was the poor litile

children erying around me, and no one to loolk after them.
P.-c. Martin then came in and handeuffed me, the first
time and the last up to now, but I shall never forget it to
my dying day. If I had broken the least of the laws of

y country I could have borne it, but I had done nothing

wyrong up to that time, that I swear, and defy the world to

brove anything against me.  ds regards the charge of
vilful murder, I knew no more about it than a chiid un-
burn, I swear it, and here call God to witness while I
prite it, here in my lodgings, 6, Hindsley-place, I'orest

ill, London, and if it's not true, mey L come short of the

B Gilory of God in the world to come, which I have thought
016 about than ever since I was charged with that dread-

ol erime. Whatever I shall have to answer for before

" Siny Heavenly Judge, I shall be free of that crime. I am

apt to think that Martin excceded his duty in handeunfling

Lime, as I made no demur, and was quite willing to go with
gthim, 1f T had wished to have gone away L cculd easily
phave done so during the fortnight before I was taken into
ccustody, but I had no cause for if.

I was taken from



Branscombe to Seaton to cateh the train for Honiton
(police cells), at which town I was fried.
Branscombe, P.-e. Martin, my bosom friend as I thonght,
took me in a public-honse while he sent for a conveyance
to take me to Seaton station. While I was there John
Croom asked me to drink out of his pint, but P.-¢. Mar-
tin would not allow me, although he took me there. My,

Clavke, the landlady, saw I was very much upset, and she

gave me a drop of brandy but Martin would not allow e}
to drink it. Now a strange policeman took Ifrench, wlio

was charged with me ag an accessory, he never handeufied

him, and he took hixi tothe same publie-house and payed

for some drink for him.
two policemen, this poor fellow has died since then, and I
was very sory to hear it as he treated us with every respect
while m the cells, and he had most to do with us whilst
there. After I was taken from my sister's house there

Before 1 left

Now there's the difference in\

eame two or three fellows, who turned our house upsidossd

down. They turned my best clothes out on the floor, and
corved our beds the same, and there they left them, 1t
was shameful how they served the property. 'They had it

all to themselves, and what they were looking for I cannot *

tell.

placed in cells. There are thrce cells there in a line one

When we got to Honiton we were searched and

5

with the other, French was in the firsk, my sister second, *
and myself in the third. I was in the condemed cell 15

suppose. 1 shall never forget my feelings when the door
of the cell closed against me with its double locks, 1

thonght my heart would have ceased beating, a dreadiul & ;

sensntion passed over me.

I went to the wooden bed and 8

kneeling down, shed a few tears, the first time for many 8

years, but since then I have shed thousands over this cruel =

|

gekson in the village wicked

am the wreek of a man through it to-day ; the
ol it so much is that 1 had never thought to
lin my whole life, by word or deed, neither
had 1 done so. If there was anyone in trouble 1 L-h_o:
village and I knew it, 1 was always the first to go to thei
aseistance with advice and money, and there are people
lying in Dranscombe cl:_m-ehyul'd to-day, if they cqnl{l
:-‘fpc:fli they would thank Bill Dowell for what he hiad done.
After I had been in the cells a little \\'.11111_',1 felt more
composed, thinking to myself that the guilty person would
come forward now that innocent persons were churged
with the murder. I always did believe it was an aceident,
and alwavs shall nntil it 18 proved otherwise. The brother
of the man that was shot gave avidence ab the trial. ]l.o
caid ho heard a gun fired in the same El:lce where his
brother was shot on the Wednesday preévious, and axbﬁaltt
ihe same time ab night. 1t was also heard the same night
that the deceased was shot by an adjoining farmer “b,‘"EL %
guarter of an honr before the fatal shot, for it was nothing
yare to hear guns on this hill. That's a proof they were
not np there shooting men at all times. There is not a
enongh to lie in wait and
shoob & man in cold blood. livery right-thinking person
must see it was an accident some way or the other. DBut
he was a scoundrel not to come forward when three

Case, I :
reason 1ie
iniu]'{] nosoun

" innocent persons were charged with wilfully doing it. I

consider the villain was worse than the notorious Charles
Peace, as there were three inneeent persons in danger,
and two of them heads of faumilies. But if he will only
come forward now I will forgive him freely for all I have
suffered and will be his friend through life, After I had
been in the cell some time I went to the hole in the door




and spoke to my sister and French of the cruel way i
which we had been served; and that was all we tallkad

uh_ouf:- during the week we were there, and every word W

said was listened to by the police day and night, althoual
we did not know it till afterwards, and even after all tha
they had not a tittle of evidence against us after all th
lies they brought to bear on the case. Had I been hung I
should not have been the first that has been hangell
innocently by a great many, through perjured evidencds
We have heard of some being paid to give false evidence
i murder cases, but I would not like to say that was so in
my case ; but perjury I can prove. I kuow I had aiven
offence to a few in the village, :

and dared to fake out a gun license in 1882. That's &

dreadful crime in these villages, where landlordism,

tyranny, and oppression is rampant. But I will say much
more on my case if 161s ever found out, which I will have

a good try for, before I leave this country where I have

been served so cruelly. I hope the land lsws of thig

country will be altered before long to give the poors
labourers a chance. My sister had a bible in her cell, s0

she asked us if she should read a chapter to us. We said
yes, as we could hear from the little cell windows. Shie

told me that she took the bible and let it open where ith
would, and read the firsst chapter that came to her view, |

and it was the 55th Bsalm. Tt she had looked the bibla®
through she could not have found a chapter more suitabld
to our own case. She read that chapter to us dozens of
times during the week we were there. It is where David
prayeth for his own safety and his enemies confusion, and
of their wrongful dealings with him ; and God knows we
had cause for it as much as David. I did not sleep the

I also kept a poodle dog!

hioht in the eells, being on bare boards, and I had

oll my life. The next morning
Rin %ZTf}agjiﬁz nlllrltg;sti'ates. Tt said next day In
«Dowell's eyes appeared red and he
appearance.” 1 wonder how flm{
feit had he been 1 my ]jl:lllcf},_fmlue
) pw just the same aboub it as i did? 'Eﬁl{e(‘ziit}ig uln
l'l-,-i lived such a life :1511_115:](} TI{}i{:Dbt_‘,l']iFot-l&ngl-‘ (1{3(::.‘1, Loy
1 -ng_rhrt tl'o :11::]“;?1;1 5?101;11:::13lchatlwﬁys the first to his assist-
N gthm?wht I should never have borne up acainst it,
?J]i:e.(-‘:ml gavi. me strength. We were remanded il;]t‘li‘l:;
I viday till Monday ; Mui]r%ﬂ.}-'%allll‘;‘;’rﬁc:;fhii;l}iﬂe1;;:::;1 :es:; e
" evidence against us. Luesday e R naness 8
stody, a distance of twenty miles there and bt 5 K0
\\-':_;tﬁi]g:-:’da}‘ we were discharged }\'11;11011{; {-’!ii :};[1 ﬁ::: all;:'t-,
nesses having been called, Loxd Sldn‘l,ﬂl;t-tl Izci' ;'c hmnm .
the case ought not to have been brm}g -1]' elo Do
was summoned th%_smne t{{n;,f 311.-:;1; g. 1:;.:11; élil’?l 1[i111L 1,:: ‘L]th(:_l;_ﬂ[
gdence at the adjourned mMguest, did, al :
fﬂ;‘;'- could not conil}_]cl me as 1 had hc.ii-n C}] zugc:':l:.:tlt.lf ﬁlr::i
erime. What I sad was the trl_}t-ll, L*omee ..1 % tl}m
told althrouch. So Hmwe M Gop! v d}:pmrtf;, ip e
acwspupers ovory e Ly bORRR S oursel
owell would not be quiet.” Leadel, iy yourt
f! 1}\:." ;}ég\wmﬂd have felt when your ir_lelfdl, as }ItmU ;111103111_,]111{55
18 frying to swear your life away i:'l-lf:lﬂ "f fEopllnos
cals, being a prisoner, and had employec 50{111..1,11“3{1'11
was very sorry for afterwards, as 1t clqsc‘:[ 1.12:, e {]u;
I/ was not my intention ab first, as I tola Mar 1}1 .1 &
station, and I sent back my Banlk book !J}' .Flll:l['l lr_l-:_ﬁ, bs-;t;i\
I svould not spend a farthing over the case,so L s ¢

first
heel
.‘“-0 ',_'r.-]}l} gare d
1, » newspapers that

pad a very anxious
peporter would have
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my bank book by him to my friends which he delivora
quite safe. Dub the next morning we three consultef
together and agreed to have somcone to defend us, as W
knew there had been a great many hung innoeently, WV
stated our views to the sergeant in charge, he persusdod
us not to, which was rather stranwze. We employed Mg

Lvery, Solicitor, of Homerton, and paid £25 besides othof

expenses, and the case itself must have eost the county
Devon hundreds of pounds, the fruits of employing met
that do not understand their duty. After we were dige
ch‘u-r,j.;cﬂ there, they let the case '5{011, never sg0 mneh a8
offering a reward and the ease was not so much ag bronehf
up at the countv sesgions following, as all these things are.
supposed to be. I suppose the Superintendent wag
ashamed to, afteér making such a bungling job of it as he
did. I stayed in the village 13 months afterwards
endeavouring to unrave the mystery but failed, as the way

t-!lc ease was managed enabled the guilty part to got free. |
P.-c. Martin, in reply to a question from Mr, Ivery during
the hearing of the ease, said he frequently saw Dowellf

boeause he thought he was the guilty person. I do not

believe that he had ever thonght of such a thing in hig?

life if he spoke the truth. No doubt if he had got me

hung he would have gained a stripe through it, and per<8
haps £100 in the bavgain. During the 18 months I wag®

in Branscombe before the murder, we were always aboutl
together. I was about with P.-¢, Martin more than 1 was
with any man in the village, I have been scores of mile
with him, played hundreds of games of shove-halfpenn
with him, all one night at cards, when no doubt he onel
to have been on duly, and about a fortnight before tl
murder he sent his child to my Louse asking me to go o

to Sonthleigh with him as he had a job on there. Was
that becanse I wasa murderor, and when he asked me togo
with him to the * Three Horse Shoes' public-lonse in
Colyton parish where I paid for four quarts of 6d. ale for
pim and myself and Keeper Skinner, who was with us.
\lso bofore that when he asked me to go for a walk with
iim. he said he was not zoing far; I went with him as fax
s Trow Hill, when le told me he was going to Sidferd, a
illage at the bottom of Trow Hill. I refused to go with
imas I knew that if I had gone down I should hiave
pent @ 1ot of money on both of us, so I went back to
sranscombe again, he going o Sidford. Was all this
ecause he thought I was a murderer? No, but because

o knew I was a good-tempered fool, and spent my money
yn him and others in the village foohshly, and well I liave
boon repaid for it, But I forgive P.-c. Martin now for all
the lios he told about me, and I hope that God will, but I
ghall never forget him, a bad man. And this P.-c. Martin
that had served me so cruelly, about a week after L was
discharced had the daring impudence to speak fo me. I
refused to speak to him—he said it was for my good—L
gaid 1 shounld not answer him, as he had done his worst
for me and I believed there was not any good in him. I
was in the village 18 months after I was dischareed, but
spoke neither good nor bad of Martin. T was waiting

. forr the case to be found out, and I made sure that it wonld
| ave been before now. Dut n week or so before I came
P avay I ask Martin a question, He said to me T mmst
thank my friends that ever T was charged with murder.
thought to myself, yes, that's you ; as the rich of Drans-
‘ombe were not my friends, quite the reverse. I was too
clever to be one of their slaves, for I kept a little fox
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terrior dog and the year befoxe T hiad q gun license—dyeqd.
ful erime that, although it was in the village 1 called
Lhome, and the home of my forefathers = fo gene-
ntions. I also dareq to speak a word i defence of
the poor oppressed labourers of Iy native village, Their
Wages now are only 104, per week, whilst thepe are some
coining theip thousands & year and do nothing fop those
who get for them all thejy money.  The population of
Branscombe iy nearly 1000, one chureh, one chapel, two
pablichouses,  AJ) the poor slpves can do aftey they loave
work in the evening, i3 to go the public if they hayve g cop-
Per to spend, or go to bhed. What would it pe for the man
that owns tle whole villagg to build a reading room angd
snpply it with papers aud books, No, that is against their
creed, they wish to keep them iy ignorance, Cspecially
how the Iranchise Bjj 18 passed for the boor lahourgy,
which gives Lim the right to vote the same as the il
for Membors of Parliament. Men of Ilmuscombu. voto
for the party that wil] alter the landlaws, ang give to yon
part of the fruits of Your labaour, you have gained money
cnough for othey people, your childemn have gone witj,
hungry bellies long enough, while you have png hundreds
of pounds in the bank for otheys, Beware of the party
that preaches what they do not Practice, I wag very
meh disliked in Branscombe by one family for thig reason,
which they ought to have thanked me for, only he was g
distant relation of theirs, Most of the people’ in Brays.
combe are very ignorant and superstitions, and beljeva
very much in witcherafy, JIf they aro taken jj and don’t
get well quick they say they are bewitched, and then they
will give pounds fo g old man that bretends to cure thesn
things, When I got Lome, in 1881, my sister told me she
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had paid a map & sovercign to go ang see her husband iy
Exminstey Asylum, pg tha People had made her believe
that ker hushang was bewitehed ; nyq this old wizard, op
wise man, Cross, of Newton Abbott, wont to the asylumn
and saw him, and told her she was to do the most ridien.
lous nonsense I ever heard of, Wiap she told me of i I
was very angry, and wrote off at once to thjs Cross, of
Newton Abbott, threatening him with Proceedings in )0
police court if he did not refund tle money wlhiel, my
sister had paid him. 1e diq 80, but I ought o have
summoned him foy getting money ungep false protences,
1o gets many pounds from tlje ignovant of that village, so
I got disliked by his worshippers instead of thanking me
forit. When I wys teken il it was because T got thy0
monoy back from Cross ; all my troubles they trace ¢
that, even t);e murder case, - Poor silly moytals, Regarq.

, 108 the murder case, have stated the eqse all througl ¢,

& gentleman in Londen well-versed in Iy, He says if
the party was to come forward now and Prove that it vwng
an accident, whiol, every 1-i;;}:t-thinkin§ man ean gee it
was, e wonlq a ished, bug only very ligtle -

would be for yop coming forward when innogent persons

- Were charged wit], it If the party that fired gle fatal

shot will only come forward and confess fo it-before I logye
this conntry T ij forgive J1im freely for all I Lyye suffered
and am sutfering now, [ will be his friend through Jife,
and my two brothers and nyself in London wij] give him
£50 and whatever lo has to pay or suffer througl confess.
ing to it If it jg bossible for me tq suffer for L
I will do so gladly, ang yig iy by all means my
Power to suffer for iy, I would gladly do {15
worsé five years’ Penal  servitude that ever o man
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has done if I thought at the ond of that time it
would be found cut. 8o I pray and bescech you,
man of Dranscombe, to eome forward and confess it,
If you were up there on the Culverwell Hills te shoot a
rabbit for your wife and childrens’ Sunday dinner, I com-
mend you fov it, for I know the fow shillings per week you
get for your labour, will not allow you to buy much meat,
espeeially if you have a large family like some have in the
parvigh.  But when you found you had shot a man, you
ought to have gone to his assistance, and stated the truth,
instead of running away and leaving him to die. Then
every man in the parish, with a spark of human feeling in
Lis breast would have pitied you. T am sure I should
have been the first to have given vou a goverign towards
your expenses ns I was always the first in these matters.
I remember the ease of Jack Farrant and Lewis Perryman
two lads of Branscombe that got in a little trouble, whom
I tried to keep from a felon's cell. When I got to the
lock-up in whieh these lads were, Jnck Farrant told mo
that he dveamt in the eell last night that Bill Dowell
would come to their assistance, although no relation to
them. I didso, with money and advice. The renson I was
about with P.-c. Martin so much was, when I left Fovest IHill
in 1881, nearly all my eompanions in Forest Hill were
in the Metropolitan police foree, and I have been with them
many times when they were on special duty, and I always
found them upright and just in doing their duty both to
vich and poor alike, and I was proud of the ecloth they
wore. When I got heme I treated this Devon county
policeman with the same vespect, taking him to be an
honourable man the same as my companions at Forest
Hill. T have proved him to be a rough,  After I

|
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tod him to the best of my ability. ]];:b 1“1?332 nii\ ‘i
oLt to be taken in a police court, I knc A
s i ht for a man fo speak well of inm.-{_. s “C
ot “'% - 1 (ow‘optimml case, as 1 wish to sl}(}\\“lt?\' ilu
v of De n and the country at large, %P?Lmnl:cd
o worked and always hrccn 10;]::(' ¥
1 the eruel way in which I was treated, Aiter ::L i!lt;:-vin'r
adhlen 4. I ought to have been thanked msteac 01 i g
]m]ll]-cn]:flum'c Tt has ruined me in every shape and ori,
E“(-?{:\uz 1 1\::1:; very feeling and sensitive clmp_.1 St
) '\‘!‘1(;1--“'9 wore discharged and every thing paid, e
v Nazors persuaded us to have a subseription iot, A
B e -..lluq various sums of money, hulf—u-u}m\ntl ?
i l:éﬁ::ﬁwl caid vo, I would not accept rm}i -tffm \[1\,
’ - [> ; : e ) I
;2;1-111001{&, but the others could please themselve :

is sked him

- , viear of the parish and as ked him

-+ tay went down to tho viear of t : s 1

hibsfol :(?1111]1;1(1?mke ler out a paper, he he,‘"g‘il,‘f ﬁgt“l’}:‘fi““

of iho flock,” o hoal gt v O ot 16, (that's the
: | " o a iy -

onld zo over and gee Mr. Ford abou o oo

{:f F ﬂu-i glms ot nearly all the land in the \llldnc_‘]. ‘30t}°0

o reme there amongst the

0 two are rulers su a :
eourse these two are e st
i ‘tals . f O 1 118ing §
poor ignorant mortals, but..ty?l::c i e g
tion will have more sense, as Lhey & (D ESNE0 D Ford.
T did not blame the Viear a.ltngathmf loic; B T
No doubt he remembered the fate of his P :

di y the
Rev. Mr. Tomkins, who dared to act ‘2(:\?91311?1;{}“1&]1
dictates of his heart, and he was the }Jt‘{{ 1 1)201' o R e
ever had, as he studied the welfare {) : 1_‘ 1{1101;1 ol
chapel-goers and church alike, anc 1{._,&1“ b Ford's
good meal when they would have had nom.] g
fell out with him and kept away from chu i“ s
sourse all the farmers did the same, being tenants

assif

mine .
County of Devor
towns where I hay
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Tord's, When I used to go home from Sidmouth to
Branscombe I nsed to go to church just the same. Being
2 member of Sidmonth church and schools, I have been
down to elmreh after the fall out, perhaps there were no
more than seven or eight people there, the choir had all
left. The viear, Mr. Thomkins would give out the hymns
and start the tune, and I, in the gallery, would joiv in, and
theremight be a woman in the body of the church squealk in,
and so they got on for some time, but they drove him from
the village after all, in this way :—One 5th of November
they dvessed up a guy to vepresent the viear, with surplice
on and bible in hand and paraded him through the village
and then burnt his effigy in front of his house, surplice,
Bible, and all. I believe that these proceedings nearly
broke him down, I dont know if the gentleman is still living

if he is I hope he his quite well, but if dead may his soul”

be restingin peace. I can sympathise with him as I have
been served the same as he was, throngh acting the noble
part, but much worse and by the same class of people.
The farmers would do anything if they thought it would
please their landlord, not because their farms are cheap
as they pay high vents, but because they don't know any
betber, If they burnt me and my little dog, that would sure
to give satisfaction! Dreadful crime in these villages to
keep a little dog, bub I think its hard to hang a man for
it. Bub, thank God, I can keep a dog here in London, ox
six if I can afford it.

Although I have been served so cruel in the village I
once called home, my voice shall be heard in its midsh

again before I leave this country, and that very shortly L.

hope ; and I defy the land grubbers, parsons, and their
myrmidoms to do their worst. If I have the sapport of
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the upright honest labourers, of which I could name many
of them in Branscombe if I had space, for I am certlmu
not one of that class would dare, or could, ever speax @

bad word of Bill Dowell, or accuse him of a mean or dirty

action; as they used to say tome when I went home they
were always glad to see me as I was not like some thab
went away from the village and eame home and would not
speak to them. Noj; I was always proud to shake the
hand of such class of men as T have mentioned, 9.11.(1 felt
for them in their oppresion, a8 they work very hard 1_91- t.hp
enormous sum of 10s. per yeek, and when 1 left last
September they were thinking of drvoppmg the wages
because there was 10 price for their corn. Shameful !
Why didn’t the farmers compel the lgmdloril to drop 1?].1011-
renb instead of making all the little children m Ehc
village suffer, as he could well afford to lower 16 half? No!
they ave afraid. The class of labourers I have alluded to
ave not the landlords and farmers fl:]rc;:nﬁs tﬁat-wt;ull{;l c'lio {HL
! thing for m of cider, but the honest, uprighiv
S iinEgeris W. D. DOWELL.
He who steals my purse steals trash.
Mywas mine : 'tis his ;
Has been the slave of thousands.
But he who robs me of my good name
TRobs me of that which not enriches him
But makes me poor indeed.

The day before I was taken into custoﬂy I was
singing the song entitled ‘¢ Justice m England.” Lattle
did I think then Iwas going to cuffer next day and ever
after through the injustice of England. I often think
of it, but have never sung simnce.
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ouped in the charge of murder, Dowell as the principal

nd the others as accessories. When questioned as to

eir whereabouts on the Sth, French said Dowell was at

J#his house during the greater part of the evening reading,

¥and Dowell stated that on leaving French he went into his

ister’s, and at the time when| Perriman was shot—ten

Bminutes to nine—he was cooking his supper. After

@ arious inguiries, however, the police arrested these men

BBnd Mrs. Williams on Thursday afternoon, As Dowell
Hast year held a gun license search was made for a gun,

tbut none has been discovered either in the house in which

Whie resided or in any of the adjgining cottages. Powder -
§ind shot, however, were found iIn Dowell’s house. The

1 llagers are greatly excited by the event, and a hope was

isterday expressed that ¢the one who has done it will
¥y so,-and so save other people.’” "
At the inquest evidence was given by the police and
hers, after which

Extract from the Press.
“THE ALLEGED MURDER OF A SUNDAY
“ SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AT BRANSCOMBE.

e S SRR

‘“ ARREST OF THE ALLEGED MURDERER AND HIS ACCOMPLICES, 3

“ East Devon was shocked by the death of an elderly §
man named Perriman, who was shot in the dark af @
Branscombe when returning from the harvest field, and &
died almost immediately without being able to give any |
assistance in the identification of the person who had
caused his death. The faet that Perriman should be the
subject of such an outrage was a matter of much surprise, :
he having led a very quiet'and inoffensive life during the “Mr. Every addressed the juyy on behalf of William
70 years he had been in the village. The only prominence ¥ F’]Jea_n Dowell, Amos French, anfl Eliza Williams; and
he had gained was as the superintendent of the Wesleyan ép-/ .mvmg dwelt on th_e details of the leireumstances which led
Sunday School. It was at once suggested that in the § iia their apprehension, referred to the cause which prompted
darkness he had been mistaken for another person, and

Williams and Dowell to visit the Magistrates’ Clerk at
that he was not the one for whom the contents of the gun ! 'oniton on the day that Perriman was shot for the pur-
were intended. At the inquest no light was thrown on &8

P se of getting & warrant to bind gver David Pile to keep
the event, and the inquiry was adjomrned in order that the § L\ 6 peace, and the manner in which these two persons and
police might investigate the case. They appear to haveygusll’ 008 French spent their time on ithe evening of the 8th
acted on the suggestion which we have referred to, and &8 k itimo. There was nothing before them, he said, to link
have now arrosted three persoms who had a greivance A ;i 1e story of _tho Jjourney to Honiton and the return with
against another, for whom, it is suggested, Perriman was § I e return of the labourers from lidge Farm on the night
mistaken. The persons' in custody are Welliam Dean

Dowell, Amos French, and Eliza Williams, all of whom are

| the 8th except suspicion—and suspicion was rank, and
‘ad got hold of men in the village, However, it was for:

T-o




AT
the storics of the accused we |
pertinent to theinquiry. ‘They had heard their statemnents, 4§
and he (Mr. Every) was eafisfied that it was consistent, BY
and that there had not heen onc particle, one fragment, o
one tittle of evidence againsh Dowell, Williams, or French.
No doubt there had been & quarrel with Amos French;
but what he desired was 0 fight it out theve and then; &
and, perhaps, if he had done that a painful inquiry would
have been spared. (Applause, which was immediately
suppressed). W
¢«The Coroner summed up the evidence in defail. 3
Having dilated npon the eirenmstances immediately pré- o
ceding and attending the death of Perriman, he said 16
was quite possible, a3 Mr.
affair was an accident, but it was not at all probable. If oy
the death of Perriman was the result of an accident, 16 &
was difficult to suppose that the person who had caused @
the death would not come forward in the face of thre G
persons actually having been accused of the murder, and
brought before the magistrates on that charge. Dowell,”
Williams, and Amos French were accused of causing thas
death of Perriman—whether rightly or wrongly it was nO¥sy ’
for him to say—and therefore he thought 1t his duty t0OH
investigate the matter a8 fully as possible. The Coronef
then spoke as 0 the cirenmstances which threw suspicion =
upon them, and remarked that with regard to Amos"
French, it was elear that a quarrel had taken place with

the jury to say how ur

!

David Pile, the man whom the police averred was intended @

to be shot. Eliza Williams had been insulted by Pile;
therefore she might have felt some revenge against him; §
but he must say, with reference to William Dean Dowell
that, so far as the cvidlenee brought before hi

Every had sugoested, that the L

|

B8t to see any suflici ‘l i i
“unnb any suflicient motive on his part tc
I' >, v 3 Tis § " U
him to murder Pile. With regard to WI}M. had
E‘ht.:c‘n.m.(_nnm{_f the actions of fhe persons aceused, he
ght 11% right th‘?t they should be allowed, if they chose
, to come forward a 1V idene & ha
Ll e e wnd give evidence. They had
g0, and the jury alone would be the judges of the

Rt '

Bestence given by them. The cond #

jegitience given : uet of Dowell on the
Radeht of the 8th ylt. was not that of a man who was nbmtlt

7. pnnit a serious crime.

-“owoll: I never was so hurt n my life. I never

b "f"t of' s1_1c.1: n thing. _lt is more than o man can beax
§ ‘20( glz;-:fr{vm{ntlnmng, said as far as the evidenco
Y i ey ha.vi?:?r not the slightest proof of either of
4 i el o co_mnutted “he crime. In con-

n, said that, taking the whole of the evidence into

Y gideration, he (the coroner) could not see the slightest

tible cvidence to ¢
O connect a bl ' pers '
B i< of tho doatl of Dert ;;gnpm ticular person with
#et‘]:i}?\%qﬁl} ed for a few minmeg, and then returned
Pt ¢ ilful murder against some pers : :
. Person or persons
o e
RPN L CC YY) you., wank vou for the r't,:
o1, ave given to this inqai : and 1 '31011;(5 ls?t ‘Ltff 5,
o‘und to listen to so naGIET nc(el' buzllﬁyth'mit
© with me that it wi ks o nvertfitie
e circumstances in cox ) ti tl {J iy
gn and with the three ‘,;.:L.u.ge:]e ‘E,ft?fhﬂ{)f
. e arg 10

‘é-gncln, and Eliza
folice-court, before




‘ .+ Captain Graves, an eager ‘erowd was waiting ontsidg
a2 ¢ . admittance. When the gates were thrown open at
2 ’ past eleven o'clock the Cdurt was soon filled with pa
¢ Iab RLE R trom Branscombe and Hohiton, and many who could$§
, : gain admittance remained joutside the front entrance.
i ; E “ The evidence was they read over. :
' : “The three prisoners wpre then charged in the ording
manner.
*“ Amos French said : The only thing T have to sa §
that I am innocent. o 3
*“Eliza Willinms said |in ‘a firm -voice: T am @
innocent, sir, I know mofhing of the case whatever,
“ William Dean Dowell said : I know no
% charge whatever. ‘ £
b B - “The Bench then retir d before calling on/
& ansgwer, and npon returnipe into conrt, i M
;| “ The Chairman said : [The Bench are of opinion

= #
_‘_4_‘ L
gt

gt

walked up the stre

ersons followed him, he
the same time prote

nocence.”’

: 1 the cvidenee does not con ect the prigzoners, and declin
BELi- 8 commit them. Therefor¢ they areadischarged.
3 PEp &1 “ There was loud applajuse in Court on the Boneh gifl
! 4118 their decisiofh. Dowell ahd Williams secmed to be g i
4 f g - joyed, but Amos French| maintained the same coligiy
I B which has marked hith throughout the proced
& Dowell cried, and saidehnsdfe was never so much i
. % ihhis life, and he ha the world over, Hej
! : EL to address the Be a8 not allowed to do
‘ £ Addressing the repe id : My character has
i ‘ vilified, aud it has g fhout the world, I wisl
] . Fress to take notice asion to-day.
t ; ¢ The prisoners B liberated, and as Dag







