
THREE MOMENTS IN TIME (PART TWO) 

On Tuesday 25th February 2014 a group of people gathered in the village hall to continue working on our 

HEAP Project mapping exercise that we started on December 3rd last year. (See previous report for an 

explanation of what this is all about). Some people had been to the first event, but some were newcomers. 

Following feedback from the first mapping day, refinements had been made to hopefully improve the 

experience and final product, and we did find, in the main, things went more smoothly.  

Again we worked on one kilometre squares extracted from the modern Explorer Ordnance Survey (OS) map 

of Branscombe, and onto this we plotted the same changes in features as on the previous mapping day. We 

used the same old maps – the 1810 Manor of Branscombe Map, the 1840 Tithe Map, and the 1889 OS Map. 

Again we noticed contraction of orchards over time, expansion or contraction of woodland, changing 

boundaries and lost or emergent houses.  

Perhaps the most difficult changes to discern were those involving buildings. Single houses were not too 

problematical but a collection of farm buildings were. Deciding which was the farmhouse, and which barns 

or sheds was not always easy and the orientation of what seemed to be a farmhouse was not always 

consistent from map to map.  

The day was generally enjoyed, with participants seeing the changes over time in their locality that 

emerged as they coloured in the map. Although we all agree it requires a lot of concentration! 

Emma Rouse, the lead in this HEAP Project, told us that we have now completed all the full kilometre 

squares for the parish and all that remains to do now is the raggedy areas outside the squares that take us 

up to the parish boundary, wherever they occur. The end is in sight and we are excited to see the end result 

of our labours! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


